
THE BIG CITY! 

Moving In Leaps 
And Bounds 

A proposal for a $48 million 
people-mover system was oudined 
by John Dudas, director of the 
City's Policy Planning and Analysis 
Bureau, at a recent meeting of the 
American Institute of Planners in 
Memphis. 

The system would involve a 6.8 
mile elevated structure running on 
Second Street between 1-40 and 
Beale and running east from Second 
on Madison out to the Medical Center. 
There would be 16 stations and a 
main station located on the southeast 
corner of Second and Madison. 
Vehicles on the elevated way would 
be small electric-powered buses. 

City officials should ·know by 
November whether their grant ap
plication to the Urban Mass Transit 
Administration has been approved. 
Memphis' matching share of the 
capital cost would be 20% or about 
$10 million. 

At the north and south ends of 
the Second Street line would be 
"transportation mode-change ter
minals" providing connections with 
city buses, airline shuttle buses, 
automobile parking and other service 

·facilities. Air rights above the ter
minals could be leased for apartment 

and commercial use. The cost of these 
terminals has not yet been 
determined. 

At the Medical Center end of the 
route would be a one-way loop 
connecting City of Memphis, Baptist, 
Veterans, Tennessee Psychiatric, and 
other hospitals and medical facilities. 

Dudas said arguments favoring such 
a system would include bringing 
shoppers Downtown, generating new 
development along the system's cor
ridors, and facilitating movement 
between the Convention Center and 
hotel accommodations or tourist 
attractions, 

He said the operating costs would 
certainly require farebox revenues, 
but savings could be made by elimi
nating the Mid-America Circle shop
pers' buses and by moving bus-transfer 
points out of the Downtown area. 
Operating costs have not yet been 
determined, but savings have been 
estimated at about $4 million a 
year. 

When asked about the effect of 
an elevated structure on the buildings 
and tenants along Second Street, 
Dudas said that the design details 
have not yet been worked out. 

-David Bowman 

Con -Scripted 
The new offering at the Circuit 

Playhouse is Find Your Way Home, 
a story of homosexual relationships 
by British author John Hopkins. It 
has four characters: a masochistic 
young man who fantasizes group 
rape in notebook entries; his re
turning lover, a middle-aged man 
who has decided to leave his wife 
and children; the wife, a rather 
confused woman who wants to do 
the right thing, whatever that might 
be; and a young man who is alter
nately coy and crazy, depending 
upon which of the other men he is 
trying to impress and/ or terrify. 

The play is poorly written, con
sisting mainly of loud; accusatory 
scenes, in which the combatants 
hack away at their own and each 
other's neuroses. It's difficult to have 
sympathy or empathy for them; 
their self-lacerations and primitive 
analyses of each other are so un-

conscionably boring that one doesn't 
really care about them or what 
happens to them. 

We are given a lot of symptoms 
but no causes. It's like being plunged 
into a vicious argument without 
knowing how it started. Relatively 
little in the play is solved. It has a 
nebulous ending, one that suggests 
the masochist and the middle-aged 
man just might make a go of it; 
however, more guilt and scene-making 
are lurking in the background. 

Gene Crain has staged the play 
with a good grip on tension. He 
keeps the sluggish story moving, 
even, at times, when there seems 
to be nothing to move. The quartet 
of players, Allen Mullikin, Chris Ellis, 
Steve Nelson and Bernie Gerlicki, are 
quite good, especially when one 
considers they have the playwright 
working against them. 

- Howell Pearre 

The Meatless Meal: 
Devour An Author 

The fall publishing season will 
have some ~outhern exposure when 
four nationally know writers appear 
here for a Book and Author Dinner 
at 7 p.m., October 26, at South
western University. 

Sponsored by Friends of the 
Memphis and Shelby County Li
braries, the event will feature Mary 
Hemingway, John Toland, Nancy 
Dickerson and Mary MacCracken. 
Copies of their new books will be 
on sale at the time and autographs 
should be available. 

Mary Hemingway's book is called 
How It Was, an account of her 
Minnesota years and her marriage to 
Ernest Hemingway. 

John Toland, whose new work 
is Adolf Hitler, is one of this country's 
most eminent historians. He has 
also authored The Rising Sun and 
The Last 100 Days. 

Nancy Dickerson, one of tele
vision's most experienced political 
commentators, has written Among 
Those Present: A Reporter's View 
ofTwenty-Five Years in Washington. 

Mary MacCracken has written 
Lovey: A Very Special Child, dealing 
with experiences among disturbed 
children. 

Tickets are $5.00 and may be 
purchased at the Main Branch of 
the Memphis Public Library and 
Information Center. 

- Howell Pearre 
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Canoeing The Wolf 
Just east of Collierville is a beauti

ful stretch of the Wolf River; it's 
deep, clear, shady, and made for 
canoeing. Put in at the old bridge 
at Piperton Road and take a two-hour 
float down to the Collierville
Arlington bridge. The stretch from 
there down to the next take-out 
point, Houston Levee Road, hasn't 
been tried out yet, but it might take 
all day to get through the fallen 
trees barring the way. 

When Memphis was a few years 
old, steamboats could come up the 
Wolf as far as LaGrange, but a century 
of cultivation and erosion has silted 
up the channel in some stretches so 
that the river seems to degenerate 
into a swamp. But this stretch, strad
dling the Shelby-Fayette line, is open 
and inviting. 

The fallen trees take the place of 
rocks on white-water streams and 
offer a slow slalom-like course on 
which to test your paddling skills. 
The two-mile current is fast enough 
to get you there and slow enough 
for any novice t" attempt without 
the penalty of cal'sizing at every 
mistake. ~ 

The scenery is heavily wooded 
with cypress, sycamore, yellow birch, 

WRATH 
A Bow to the Toes: 

A Thumb of the Nose 
or 

Bowboozle 
I wanted to say adieu in as brief 

a note as possible - just to buck 
tradition. I have put together 
ninety issues of CENTER CITY to 
date; it is my belief that for a 
community publication of this 
nature no one should be expected 
to do more, and no one should 
be allowed to. 

Frankly, I am amazed that I 
have succeeded in perpetrating this 
imposture for so long without 
detection; likewise, if I have been 
found o~t, I am fat~ful t.hat lou 
grammarl.alls an hteratl o a 
gendemanly bent have been so 
merciful as not to torment me 
by pointing up past improprieties. 

In my defense, you must con
cede that a CENTER CITY can 
only be as good as its readers, 
as interesting as its community. 
I must confess: most of CENTER 
CITY's contents have been pre
dicated on the efforts of contribu
tors; therefore, I am exoner
ated for some of its faults and re
lieved of most of its credits. 

CENTER CITY has been at
tempting to generate .some dis
cussion about what is and what is 
no~ going on in this city. I, for one, 
do not think that communication 
of this calibre should be .left to 

and other hardwoods leaning over 
the stream. If you're quiet, Jou'll 
see and hear lots of birds; · you 
aren't, you can still see abundant 
evidence of the beavers at work 
there-their slides, gnawed trees, and 
piled-up houses. We saw kingfishers 
and ducks, and heard woodpeckers
all while making a lot of noise our
selves. 

The only inconveniences were some 
mosquitoes and a few water-level logs. 
Colder weather and autumn rains 
should do away with both difficulties. 

Members of the Chickasaw En
vironmental Association and the En
vironmental Action Council of Mem
phis had organized this trip to make 
the serious point that the Wolf is still 
a fine place for outdoor recreation. 
Two members of the Planning Com
mission staff who were on the trip 
suggested that a few thousand dollars 
invested in gravel and grading at the 
access points would make a large 
return in recreational facilities for 
both Shelby and Fayette counties. 

We didn't see a soul besides our
selves the whole trip. ~~ didn't see 
the expected beer cans and littering. 
The trip was so quiet that the traffic 
on the bridge at the end startled us. 

- David Bowman 

talkshows, letters-to-the-editor, or, 
for that matter, to professional 
journalists. Writing should be an 
exercise of the many, rather tha!l 
the privilege of a few hired hands. 
Professionals tend to kowtow to 
their training and to subject their 
craft to their livelihood; they be
grudge their readers even a smidgen 
of lively composition. In Memphis 
the mark of a journalist is the abil
ity to crank out enough copy to 
stuff an overweight newspaper 
whether the practitioner actually 
has anything to say ~r not (this 
piece is a case in point). 

Any evolutionist will tell you 
that the stratagem of survival is 
adaptation. There are, nevertheless, 
times when I doubt that there is 
anything in survival above a per
verse adoration of repetition. Let 
us just say, then, that CENTER 
CITY is prepared to make some 
alterations. 

Your new editor - there is little 
in the way of introduction that I 
can say about her that wouldn't 
be edited. Except, I can promise 
that she'll be a thorn in the toe 
of tranquility, a slap in the face 
of complacency and will dispute 
any and every opinion - not 
excluding her own of a week 
before. Ms Waters is not likely to 
consent to the feigned caution and 
civility I was often a party to, 
but she can be guaranteed to offer 
you surprises and a good time 
until she tires of the job. 

I have nothing else to say. 
-Gerald .Murley, Jr. 



Double 
Parked 

The Independent Memphis 
Artists are having their first 
showing at the Shrine Building. 
The exhibit will be open to the 
public 11 a.m. till 3 p.m. through 
Halloween. 

The first artist to be featured is 
Jim Hicks; he is represented by 
wood reliefs and sculptures, and 
works in pen and ink, pastels 
and oils. · 

plann,ed parenthood~ 
for ~ 

MALES and FEMALES 
who want 

Complete Personalized Medical Care 
for 

FAMI LV PLANNING 
(901) 525-0591 

· Planning because YOU care. 
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100 North Front Street Memphis, Tenn. 38103 

PUB'LISHED BIWEEKLY 
(Except December, when published monthly) 
EXCHANGE BUILDING / SUITE 1300 

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 38103 
(901) 523-2622 

Editor: Pat Waters 
Manager & Associate Editor: Gerald Murley 
Contributors: David Bowman, Howell 
Pearre, John Foster, Gerald Murley, Pat 
Waters, Debi Murley 
Circulation Assistant: Joyce Hulme 
Ad & Subscription Manager: Eleanor 
Bowman 

The entire contents of Center City are 
copyright (c) 1976 by Front Street Arts 
and may not be copied or otherwise re
produced in any manner, either in whole 
or in part, without specific permission 
of Front Street Arts. All rights reserved. 

Copy for the October 14 issue must be in 
by October 4. Copy for the October 28 
issue must be in by October 18. 

My favorite works are the 
sculptures in stone - alabaster, 
serpentine, lapis and marble. His 
humans are still, blocky, smooth 
figures and are very self-contained. 
His animals are flowing and active; 
some have anatomicilly precise 
detail while others are like the 
chimera and assume the shape of 
the moment. 

Independent Memphis Artists 
was formed to promote the 
sale of local artists' work and to 
expose the work of non-academic 
artists. IMA exists as a means to 
show one's work without com
promising one's independence. 
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2021 Madison Avenue 

Open 11 a.m. till 10:30 p.m. 
Monday through Friday 

Open Saturda'4. 4 till 11 :30 p.m. 
ClosecT Sunday 

Special Greek-food variety plate: 
Spinach pie, stuffed cabbage, pastichio, 

mousaka. 

Plan your own holiday-in-Greece party on 
Sunday with complete privacy. 

Tom Stergios, Owner 
726-6075 

MAIN STREET APARTMENT 
Lowenstein Tower corner apartment 
with riverview available immediately. 
Two bedrooms and two baths, new car· 
peting - all for $288 monthly (utilities 
included). * * * Security is provided. 

Call 523-3283 or, after 5 p.m., 522-8842. 

11130 tiH 2:00 
lEER It SANDWICHES 

1521 Macll- 271-9310 

COURTYARD SALE: furniture, 
office equipment, games, baby 
bed, hospital bed, odds & ends. 
October 6 & 7-11 a.m. till 2 p.m. 

First Presbyterian Church 
166 Poplar 525-5619 

THE STERICK BUILDING 

HAS 

UNION CENTRAL LIFE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 

23rd Floor 
Sterick Building 

GALLAGHER PROPERTY. 
MANAGEMENT COMPANY 

11 OS Sterick Building 
8 N. Third Street 
(901) 526-3175 

The Tennessee Performing Arts 
Foundation opens its frrst season 
with the appearance of the Swiss 
mime, Dimitri, at the Music Hall, 
October 16 at 8 p.m. Dimitri, a 
former student of Marcel Marceau, 
is a virtuoso performer who com
bines the talents of a musician 
(he plays ten instruments), a 
circus clown and an acrobat. 

The Performing Arts Founda
tion is a non-profit corporation 
which has been active raising an 
endowment fund (the goal is $6 
million) to finance performances 
and an educational outreach pro
gram throughout the entire state. 

PHOTOS BY JOHN F. FOSTER 

WEVL-FM 
needs volunteers for 

programming, 
public affairs broadcasting, 

or in whatever areas you are 
interested. 

You are the community! 
Support your radio station. 

For information call 722-8666. 

EXCITING APARTMENTS 
River View I Mid-America Mall 

The Tower, 527-6331 
Mrs. Jolley, Resident Manager 

Managed by The GALBREATH CO., Inc. 

Diamonds Sold 
& Remounted 

All Types of Repairs 

ACCUTRON REPAIRS 

CHARLESW. COSTELLO, JR. 
JEWELERS 

STER ICK BUILDING LOBBY 
526-7880 

We've Moved! 
357 N. Main 526 -1506 

Call Us or Come By! 

earthy <EiiQlts 
MUSIC 

MEMPHIS OPERA THEATRE 
October 2 - 'Madame Butterfly' -
South Hall - 8 p.m. 

AMERICAN GUILD OF ORGANISTS 
October 4 -Purcell and Company: a 
soprano, tenor and harpsichordist, 
dressed in period costume, perform 
music by Purcell, John Dowland 
and Jan Sweelinck - 8:15 p.m. -
Calvary Church - 102 N. 2nd St.* 

EXHIBITS 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE* 

Through October - paintings by 
Kathy Canary - lobby 

NATIONAL BANK OF COMMERCE* 
October 4 - November. 5 - bicen
tennial sketches of historic Tennes
see by Billy Price Carroll - lobby 

LECTURES/DIALOGUE 
NOONDAY BOOK REVIEWS* 
Trinity Lutheran Church, 210 
Washington, is beginning its fall series 
of book reviews. Lunch is offered 
from 11:45 to 12:50 with the reviews 
given at 12:15-12:50 p.m.* 

October 6 - 'One Day in the Life of 
Ivan Denishovich' 
October 13 - 'Trinity' 

DOWNTOWN ACTIVITIES 
FRIDAY NIGHT GAMES* 

October 8 - An evening of games, · 
cards and jigsaws in the dining room 
of First Presbyterian Church - re
freshments served-7:30p.m. 

FILM SERIES 
LYCEUM FILM THEATER-7:30p.m. 
-First National Bank Auditorium 

October 5 - 'The Bicycle Thief' 
October 12- 'The Lady Vanishes' 
October 19 - 'The Producers~ 

FRIDAY FLICS ._ 4 & 7:15 p.m. -
Peabody Library* 

October 9 - 'Fanny Bell Chapman' 
& 'Two Black Churches' 
October 15 - 'The Delhi Way• & 
'Juggernaut: A Film of India' 

CENTER FILM SOCIETY-7:30p.m. 
- UT Student Center auditorium 

October 1 - 'Cabaret' 
October 15 - 'Far From the Mad
ding Crowd' 
October 22- 'The Candidate' 

SHELBY STATE CONTINUING ED
UCATION - Midtown campus - $3 
-7:30 p.m. - discussion follows 

September 30 - 'Tutto a Posto, 
Niente in Ordine' ('All Screwed Up') 
October 7- 'Black Orpheus' 
October 14 - 'Rashomon' 
October 21- 'Grand Illusion' 
October 28 - Experimental Shorts 
November 4- 'Nothing but a Man' 

MPL-SHELBY STATE - Midtown 
campus -737 Union- 4 p.m.* 

October 2 - 'Hunchback of Notre 
Dame' 
October 9 - 'Ballad of Cable Hogg' 
October 16 - 'Of Mice and Men' 
Five shorts for children 
November 6- 'The Gold Rush' 
November 13 - 'Yellow Submarine' 

SOUTHWESTERN - Frazier J elke -
8 p.m. - $1.50 

October 10 - 'Swept Away' 
November 21 - 'The Shop on Main 
Street' 
January 16 - 'Garden of the 
Finzi..Continis' 
February 20 - 'A Murmur of the 
Heart' 
March 20 - 'Fat City' 
April 17 - 'The Discreet Charm of 
the Bourgeoisie' 
May 15- 'The Bicycle Thief' 

FIMTRAK VI - Jewish Community 
Center auditorium - $2 - 8 p.m. -
Coffee and discussion follows 

October 19- 'Lacombe Lucien' 
November 9- 'Love and Anarchy' 
December 14 - 'A Free Woman' 
January 11 - 'He stet Street' 
February 8- 'The Sel'Vant' 
March 8- 'Persona' 
April12 - 'Fireman's Ball' 
May 10 - Independent Filmmakers' 
Festival 

*FREE 


